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ABSTRACT:
A late Victorian house, 12 Arthur Road in Cliftonville has been conserved with support from the
Heritage Lottery Fund and Thanet District Council by architect Studio Sam Causer, as part of the
Dalby Square Townscape Heritage Initiative. The house is now complete, and available for holiday
lets from Spring 2018, as well as being open to the public free of charge for eight days a year,
hosted by the Margate Civic Society.
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Cliftonville was established in the late nineteenth century as a posh suburb of Margate to serve
the needs of more discerning holiday-makers. The town planning is clever and simple: Two main
arteries extend eastwards along the coast, connecting the harbour and railway station in the west,
with the new hotels, boarding houses and leisure facilities in the east. One artery is urban Northdown Road – a tram route lined with shops, restaurants and offices, the other a linear
country park encouraging leisurely meanders along the cliffs, sprinkled liberally with fun things to
do such as play tennis or croquet, chat with new friends in an elegant sheltered bench, or take in
some music at a bandstand or concert at the Winter Gardens. If you’re T.S. Eliot or Ralph
Vaughan Williams you may also contemplate the world around you, and turn it into seminal
Modernist poetry or get out your violin and mimic ascending larks, thus establishing Margate’s
place in the English cultural landscape.
Running north/south between the two arteries, between the town and the sea, between
commerce and leisure, the civilized and the wild, are rows of terraced houses, most with bay
windows reaching out to catch the dichotomous views up and down the streets, as well as
straight across to your neighbours if your interests are more earthly. 12 Arthur Road is one of
these houses, and one of the grandest, with double front, leaded lights, Corinthian detailing and a
glazed porch, rumoured have been added in the early C20th for a recuperating Marchioness.
The deeds that accompany the house are complete, showing every transaction, mortgage, and
rental occupation since the land was purchased from the trustees of the estate of deceased
Landowner Thomas Dalby Reeve in 1895 by the builder J. Brown. The first occupant appears to
be fifty year old Londoner, retired fruit salesman and widower Emmanuel Levy. Levy kept the
house in addition to his Holland Park flat, with his two daughters Amelia and Sophie, and maids
Arabella and Emily. The family were wealthy, when Levy died in 1912, the Probate records show
his estate valued at £47,926 12s 6d, worth roughly £4million today.
The house remained in private ownership until 1930 when it was extended upwards one floor
and became part of the Frederick Hotels chain. By the early 1950s the hotel came to the
Gregory family, who held it right through till octogenarian widow Ivy Gregory sold it to my clients
the Walker brothers from London in 2014. Over the previous half century, the Gregorys had run
the house first as a B&B, and later as 13 separate holiday ‘flatlets’, which may have hosted over 30
people a night at peak times. Each bedsit had its own cooking and washing facilities in the corners
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of the room, all of which remained from the 1960s, their slow decay testament to the area’s
declining tourist activity. Fortunately, the house avoided being turned into flats as so many
Cliftonville houses have been, and the interiors remained remarkably intact.
The HLF and TDC-funded Dalby Square Townscape Heritage Initiative led by Thanet Heritage
Advisor Nick Dermott sought to help owners transform their buildings - in accordance with strict
Conservation standards - in the belief that raising the quality of the built environment will reflect
well on peoples’ perception of it, and thus support a resurgent tourist economy. Working
alongside designer Liam Nabb, we were appointed as Architects to repair and conserve the
derelict building to form a whole-house holiday let. The THI grant funded what’s called the
‘Conservation Deficit’ which is the difference between the cost of the project, and the value of
the building once complete, which allowed an otherwise impossibly high level of research and
conservation work to take place, showcasing Cliftonville’s finest interiors.
Part of this research was a report by one of England’s top forensic architectural researchers Helen
Hughes. Her analysis details every layer of paint and wallpaper that remained in the house,
revealing an early layer of gold leaf and oak ‘graining’ to the doors, windows, architraves and
skirting boards of the ground and first floors. Sadly, this has since been covered up with 5-6 later
layers, mostly of white gloss which can’t be removed without damaging the layers below. Along
with the deeds, this fabric means we know a great deal about the life and development of the
house over the last 120 years, and are able to share it with you.
The conservation work was carried out with a delicate touch by Ramsgate-based contractor DG
Joinery. It now feels as through we haven’t done anything, but in fact difficult decisions were
made throughout, regarding what to remove, what to repair and what to replace. We established
a hierarchy of significance, retaining the best of each of the remaining states of the house, to
retaining a sense of age and passing of time, rather than taking the interiors ‘back’ to 1895, or
completely ‘forwards’ to now. It’s more of a melange.
Virtually every surface and piece of timber has been carefully taken out, conserved and put back,
all 31 leaded lights re-set by Ramsgate-based specialist Rob Croudace and all the plasterwork
delicately stabilised and re-moulded by Margate’s Tony Andreu. The masonry walls to the rear
wing and 1930s top floor have been insulated internally with breathable wood fibre panels,
sprayed with lime plaster and rubbed smooth with Marseille soap. All eight marble surrounds
have been restored by Jonathan Griffith from Canterbury, and all four fireplaces on the ground
floor lined and made safe for guests to use.
In addition to the conservation work, the plumbing and electrical services are all new, a large
kitchen formed, walls removed and five new bedroom suites created, each occupying half a floor
of the house, providing views through new inter-connecting doorways cut through from front to
back.
The layout has been designed to suit a variety of uses to support Margate’s economy, moving on
from its current use as a whole house for holiday-makers, it will also work as a highly-serviced
hotel, and/or a venue for cultural or business events, to ensure a viable future.
We are delighted that the Margate Civic Society have agreed to host the eight annual public open
days which are a condition of the THI grant. You also have the opportunity to rent the house –
also a condition – from Spring 2018. All details can be found here: www.12arthurroad.com
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PHOTOGRAPHS
A set of photographs by Architectural Photographer David Grandorge and Liam Nabb is available
in TIFF and JPEG from the architect. The architect has the authority to grant the rights to publish
the photographs, provided credited is properly given to the photographer. Images marked DG
must be credited to David Grandorge, and those marked LN must be credited to Liam Nabb.
THUMBNAILS, NOT FOR PUBLICATION:

ARCHIVAL MATERIAL
The architect has high-res scans of all of the deeds of the house dating back to the deed of sale of
the land in 1895. Also various historic postcards and photographs of the house, including notices
pinned to the back of each door which remained in situ since the 1970s.

SUB-CONTRACTORS AND SUPPLIERS
The names and contact details of all sub-contractors and suppliers are available upon request
from the architect or main contractor.

